
COMP 4021 
Internet Computing 

Apache 

Dr. Kenneth LEUNG 

 
Slides created by Dr. David ROSSITER 



Apache 

• Apache is a web  
server 
 

• It is available at 
http://httpd.apache.org/ 
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Installing Apache 

• Apache can be downloaded from 
http://httpd.apache.org/download.cgi 
 

• Install it, choose  
all default options 
 
 



Running Apache 

• Starting Apache 
– Select Start> Programs> Apache HTTP Server>  

Control Apache Server> Start 
– Apache is now running in a console window 

which can be minimised  
 

• Stopping Apache 
– To properly stop Apache select Start> Programs>  

Apache HTTP Server> Control Apache Server> Stop 
– If you kill the Apache server by clicking on the top-right hand 

corner there will be an error message next time you start it 
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Accessing Web Files  

• To check you have installed Apache, you can open  
http://localhost  in a browser 

• ‘localhost’ means the machine in front of you 
 
 

• You should  
see the  
default page 
(shown right) 
in the browser 

5 5 COMP4021 Apache Page 5 



Storing Web Files 

• Web files are stored under the htdocs directory 
• The default  

index.html file  
is just a simple  
file provided  
by Apache 
 
 

• You can replace all the default files in htdocs with  
any web files you want to distribute 
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The Apache Directory Structure 

• You can use Windows Explorer to see the Apache 
directory structure 
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Apache Modules 

• Modules add  
various functions 
to the Apache 
server  
 

Apache 
core 

Module 
Module Module 

Module Module 
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Apache Modules 

 
• The modules directory showing lots of modules 
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Apache Configuration Files 

• You make changes to the way Apache works by editing 
the configuration files (=text files), which are stored in the 
conf directory 
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Apache Configuration Files 

• Configuration files are full of lines that look like 
this: 
 <directive> parameter1 parameter2  …etc... 

• For example:  
 ServerType standalone 

 
• You may need to change some things when you 

install Apache, and when you add components 
such as PHP 
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Changing the Configuration Files 

• When you write a path use / and not \ 
• It’s safer to put any path in speech marks, to make sure  

there’s no problem with spaces 
• For example: 
 ServerRoot "C:\Program Files\Apache Software Foundation\Apache2.2" 

• If you don’t want something, use # at the start of the line to 
comment it out 

• For example:    #This line of code won’t do anything 
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